54               CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Twice were the sorry tidings brought
That much of damage had been wrought j                             660
And the third messenger who came
Said to the king: "Such peace is shame.
That people of this country may
The king of England's people slay
Within the city and without."
And it was true, beyond a doubt.
The Longobards left the gathering.
Having most falsely told each king
They meant to quiet and disperse
The strife. They went to make it worse.                                 670
Jourdain du Pin 4G and Margarit 47
(All evils smite them, as is fit!)
46 Jourdain du Pin was the commandant of Messina under Tancrod (Chalandon,
Domination non?iandey II, 438).
47 G. Paris (p. 553) says in identifying- Margarit: "II ne fant sans doute pas le con-
fondre avec le celebre Margarit, amiral de Guillaume le Bon de Sicile, qui secourut
efficacement la Syrie en 1188." However, texts other than that of Ambroise make it
clear that it was the admiral who received Richard at Messina. Roger of Hoveden
(III, 57) and Richard of Devizes (p. 399) both distinctly call him the admiral. Pio
Rajna (Roiwnia, XIV, 418 ff.) points out that the great admiral was generally called
Margaritone to distinguish him from other persons of the same name which was a
common one in Sicily at the time. This, however, does not preclude the use of the
shorter form Margarit on occasion. Chalandon indexes this governor of Messina sepa-
rately from the admiral, but gives no reason. Archer (Richard, p. 31) identifies him as
the admiral, and we see no reason to support the conclusion of Paris and Chalandon
that he was not the famous sailor. Margarit of Brindisi, count of Malta and Cepha-
lonia, was the commander of the Sicilian navy under King William the Good and
married the sister of that monarch. He was considered the greatest admiral of his time
and was especially conspicuous in the eastern waters. In 1185 he conquered Corfu and
the Ionian Islandsj in n88 he brought succor to Tripoli, Laodicea, and other Christian
ports attacked by Saladinj it was with his assistance that Isaac Comnenus, his brother-
in-law, made himself despot of Cyprus and repulsed the attempts of the Angeli to
bring him to subjection. There is no mention of him in the east in 1190, so he may
very well have been at Messina at that date. He was in Italy in 1192 when he defeated
the Pisans off Naples. Chalandon reports that he was taken prisoner by Henry VI and
sent to Germany. This is the last mention of him in Chalandon or in the Enciclopedia
italiana, but Archer (p. 31) adds that he later made his peace with Henry and was
made duke of Durazzo in 1194. Certainly at that date he was succeeded in his lord-
ship of the Ionian Islands by his son-in-law and the Orsini. Archer further reports his
death in Rome in 1200. (Chalandon, passim; Archer, p. 31 j Enciclofedia italiana;
MasLatrie, Tresor de chronologie^ p. 2219.)